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70 Mr. OuIicRON Cote-DEvit, 


Printer in London. 
STR _ 


Preſs, I muſt take the Liberty to 
a A offer you a few Directions, with 
Regard to the Manner of bn the 
Work which will be put into your Hands, 
by my worthy Friend Mr. Dr:bble-verſe 


\ 8 I live at ſuch a Diſtance from the 


 Puffiraſh the Bookſeller. In the firſt Place, 


I deſire the Type may not be inviſibly 


| ſmall, nor even ſuch a one, as is only to 


be deſcried by the Microſcope. It is true 

our ſmall Character looks neat and pretty, 
85 then it is troubleſome to thoſe, who 
do not conſider Books as meer Furniture, 


but are of Opinion, that the principal 


Uſe of them is to be Read. By Gad, 
Sir, this minute way of Printing is enough 
to reduce the Cleareſt and moſt tranſpa- 
rent Writers to a Level with the moſt 
dark, muddy, profound, myſterious and 
obſcure Ones; and if Blindely and a Par- 
cel of them, carry their Improvements 


in Micrography a very little further, that 
moſt perſpicuous Poet the divine Virgil, 


even diveſted of his thick Cloud of Com- 
mentators, will, in a little Time, become 
: „%%% as 


'% 


* 
as unintelligible as the moſt puzzled Proſe 
or Rhime Metaphyſician, that ever la- 

bour'd of abortive Meanings, or hatch'd 
the Wind Eggs of Philoſophy. This is all 
for the ſake of meer Neatneſs. Good God | 
into what will this little Age dwindle ? 
Your little, ſpruce, neat, briſk, pert Prigs 
are the only Men in Vogue; and the 
Petit-goiit remarkably predominates in 
almoſt all our Works, and every Thing 
we think, fay, or do: inſomuch, that 
ſhould St. Paul's tumble, I believe it would 
riſe again a pretty neat Thing enough, 
but not much above the Size of a Centry- 
Box; if it were not for the ſpoiling of a 
good Jobb. But perhaps, we are in the 
Right, for when we affect Greatneſs we 
are clumſy and little ſtill; Witneſs a 
great, little, heavy Pile of very good 
Stone, that has the Impudence to ſtare 
and look big, like a Great, unmeani 
Booby-Headed-Lout, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Walbroke Church; which mo- 
deſt elegant Piece of Architecture is moſt 
eftectually ſhouldered out of Sight, by 
the aukard Envy of that lubberly Giant. 
But, I forget, Sir, that you are a Man 
of Buſineſs, and as I hate to be tedious, 
I defire in the next Place, that this Work 
of Mine may come abroad without any 
! - foppiſn 


„ „ 

Soppiſh or pedantic Ornaments of Head 
and Tail Pieces, even tho' Gribelin him- 
ſelf were alive, and piddled ſtill. I have 
ſeen enough of thoſe Decorations of late 
Years to make me heartily ſick of them: 
Vet if you think it quite neceflary for 
the Engagement of Readers of Refine- 
ment and Taſte, to adorn this Piece with 
ſomething that ſhews a Reliſh of the 
fine Arts, I would have you inſert a welt 
deſigned Cut of the Man, you muſt 
probably have ſeen in ſome of your Bri- 
ib Almanacks ſtuck thro' the Shoulders, 
Hips and Thighs; you underſtand me. 
And pray let it be done by ſome one, 
| Who is a perfect Maſter in Drawing: For 
Things of this Nature, if not exquiſitely 
good, are diſguſting and offenſive to a 
delicate Eye. I had ſomething elſe to 
ſay——Oh ! it was about the Choice of 
Mottos. In this Article at leaſt, I have 
it ſtill in my Power to out-do (without 
Vanity be it ſaid) even the moſt learned 
of my Cotemporaries, and by Gad I will. 
There is nothing like good, apt and per- 
tinent Mottos in various Languages to 
ſhew an Author's Reading ; and ſome-- 
times let me tell you the Motto is the only 
well faid Thing in' a whole Book. But 
to let you into a Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, 
55 you 


* 


vou muſt know, Sir, that I am no great 
Linguiſt myſelf; for as to the ancient 
Languages, I cannot honeſtly pretend to 3 
be perfect in any of them, except the F 
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldaic, 3 
 Troghlodite, and Carthaginian; in which 3 
laſt, I may ſay without vaunting, I am A 
as well verſed, thank Heaven! as moſt 
Men of my Inches in Europe, be the 
other who he will. In the Modern, or 
if you will, the living Languages, (for 
ſome of theſe may, perhaps, be reckoned 
among the Number of ' the Ancient) I 
{ find myſelf equally imperfect. For tho“ 
| I ſpeak as familiarly as my own Mother 
1 : Tongue, the French, Engh/h, Chineſe, 
| Tlalian, German, Allemagne, High-Dutch, 
| 
| 


' Portugueſe, Spaniſh, Iriſh, Muſcovite, like 
any Bear, Perſian or Per/ic. which you 
will, for I ſcorn to quarrel about Words, 
the Laplandic, Turcheſtan, moſt of the 
African Languages, and have a little 
Smattering of Low-Dutch, juſt enough 


to make myſelf underſtood by a Porpus; 
yet I muſt own myſelf moſt deplorably 
|: Ignorant, as to many of the American U 
Ei... Languages, particularly thoſe that are 3 


ſpoke in ſome of the more Inland Parts 
of that vaſt Continent, and towards the 


Sources of the River of the Amazons, and 
the 


, 2 


tlie Oroonolo; and eſpecially that beauti- 
ful pybald, black and white Lingo pal- 
laber d in its greateſt Purity by the Cre- 
olians of Jamaica. Being thus deficient 
in Languages, I have wrote to my good 
Friend Mr. All. Tongue Taſteleſs, Princi- 
pal of Waxen-Noſe College in the Uni- 
verſity of Coxcomb-den, who will, for 
the ſake of our old Friendſhip, ſupply 
you with plentiful Forage of Mottos in 
all Languages dead and alive. But I ab- 
hor Prolixity, and therefore without more 
Words at preſent aſſure yourſelf, that I 
am at all Hours, Days, Minutes and Se- 
conds (till ſuch Time, as you give me 
ſome Cauſe, either real or imaginary, to - 
become your bitter Enemy,) 
Sir, your moſt unalterable Friend = © 
and humble Servant, 
Datchet Bridge, 1748. 


NouREDDIN ALRASCHIN, 


P. S. If you think our Almanack too 
ſmall for a Six-penny Cut, I imagine 
there can be no harm in Printing this 
Letter; and be pleaſed to inſert it be- 
tween the Title Page and the Preface, 

| rather 
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(8) 
rather than in the Body of the Work; 
but this I ſubmit to your Judgment, for 
it is a Maxim with me never to dictate 
to a Man in his own .Buſfineſs. If you 
apprehend, that your Collectors of Books 
may ſtill think it a bad Pennyworth, I 
can ſend you ſeveral recommendatory 
Poems, written by my - I mean by 
ſome worthy Friends of mine, who are 

pleaſed to think better of me than I de- 
3 but it looks ſo like 12 I would 
rather not publiſh them. It is true, they 
are extremely pretty, and might of them- 
ſelves make the Book run like Wildfire; 
if there was nothing elſe in it: But I 
proteſt, I would almoſt rather be excus'd 
from publiſhing them; for, thank Heaven 
4 5 not the leaſt Spark of Yaniry 1 in 

Adieu. | 
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PREFACE. 


1S this Work is calculated for promor- 
ing the Knowledge and Pleaſure 
the whole Human Species, it is humbly pre- 


ſum' d, tbat no Critic how 3 1 


or ſevere foever, will gruage it the Title of 
the UNIVERSAL ee Such par- 
tial Performances, as the Female Specta- 
tor; Fables for the Female Sex; Letters 


to the Ladies, Cc. c. however inſtruc 
tive, or entertaining they may be to one 


Sex, are it ſeems quite a dead Letter to 
the other; and, I ſuppoſe, as inarceſſible to 


the male Part of our Species, as were the 


Myſteries of the Bona Dea of Old. On 
be other Hand, to preſerve the Balance, 


one would think of Erugition between the 


| Len? Sexes, there are Productions, 5 ex- 


devoted to the Service of ours, witneſs 
That delectable Hodge Podge of Wit and 
Humour call a the Gentleman s Maga- 


Zine. 
C 4 


* . 
I cannot help ſaying that Sylvanus, who 


i generally polite, and communicative of 
_ bis Fund of Knowledge and Pleaſure, in 
this Reſpect ſhews more of the Ruſtick than 
the Man of Urbanity, and behaves too little 
like a Gentleman, wwh:ile he utterly neglects 
the Ladies in his Addreſs. I have often 
lamented this unwarrantable Partiality, 
in theſe and others of our Modern Writers, 4 
and for my own Part would moſt chearfully 3 
beſtow my little Mite, for the Inſtruftion © 
and Amuſement, not only of all Mankind, 
but of the whole animal Creation; and 
would it were a Million for their Sakes J 
zo this End, while Thouſands of you have 
been aſleep in your Beds, Hundreds moſt hor- 
ribly drunk, and Tens engaged in other ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, have I paſt many a wakeful 
Night in moulding this little Piece, and 
poliſhing it into its preſent Perfection. May 
all who. have Eyes or Ears read it, or hear 
it read with Profit and Delight. Amen, 
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DoMIN1Ccar LETTER, the GOL- 
DEN NUMBER and EpacrT, 


F O R 
The Year 1749. 


S you'll have Enough of theſe in 
the vulgar Herd of Almanack Wri- 
ters, I refer you to thoſe Elunderbuſſes. 
I am engag'd in deeper Myſteries, and 
have other Fiſh to fry. — 
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Of the EcL1PSES this Tear, 


NE would think that in theſe Days | 


the Planets were in Partnerſhip with 
the Tallow-Chandlers; for this Year we 
ſhall have no leſs than three hundred fixty 


five total Eclipſes of the Sun: and as 


all above fixteen died of the fatal Eclipes 
laſt Year, ſo all under that critical Age, 
will die of one this. Alas! my good 
Friends, it is lamentable to think what 
Numbers of beautiful Damſels muſt be 
cut off in the firſt Bloom of their Charms, 


and without ever taſting the Delights of 
Live! —- Come I do but Joke; for 


bleſſed be Goodneſs ! none of the Eclipſes 
this Year will be mortal. 

Don't be caſt down my dear Boys and 
Girls, old and young : Theſe formidable 


Appearances are nothing elſe but the 


Sun and Moon playing together at Log- 
gerheads ; for tho' they have both room 


enough G knows to range in, they will 
every now and then be making Faces at 


one another, and come to Blows, juſt as 
our earthly Powers do. But do not you 


officiouſly interpoſe in the Quarrels of 
your Superiors ; fight Dog, fight Bear for 
me. I'll inſure both their Buffs for one 


hundred 


1 
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0 1 
hundred Pounds; tho my whole Stock 


at preſent does not amount to above two 


and ſeven pence half-penny. 
And you my honeſt Friends, who 
ſupply Cavent-Garden, and the other Mar- 


kets in Town, pray let us have a little of 


your Country Chear to comfort us, un- 
der thoſe threatning Aſpects of the Pla- 


nets, I'Il anſwer for it you ſhall not go 


home in the Dark, for all the Eclipſe, 
eſpecially if you don't ſtay in Town till 


you have 8 9 yourſelves blind. 


n 


OBSERVATIONS, PROGNOSTI- 
CATIONS 9nd DIRECTIONS 


F:;0;.* 
JANUARY. 


HE poor People i in Grin will 

have a bitter cold Winter this Year ; 
whereas the Creolians in Jamaica will 
hardly have Ice enough to cool their Ma- 
deira. As for us, we ſhall have a warm 
January, and ſomewhat moiſt ; if 1 lie 
never truſt me more. 


If the Wind does not blow from the 
South this Month, we ſhall have it from 
the Eaſt or the North, except it come 
from the Weſt, For my own Part, 1 
have never yet known a South Wind blow 
from the North Eaſt, tho' I have oftner 
than once felt an eaſterly Blaſt from the 
South- Welt. 


This Year, People will not laugh 
very heartily at any Joke that touches 
themſelves to the Quick; and vour bad 


Critics will diſcover much more Merit, 
5 in 


5 

in the clumſy Performances of their 
Friends, than in Productions of the trueſt 
Spirit, where they are unacquainted with 
the Author ; but eſpecially if they have 
any perſonal Diſlike to him. 


Great Numbers of your good for no- 
thiok Fellows will die in London, before 
this Year comes to an End. The Mor- 
. tality will rage no where more violently, 
than in the Inns of Court, but it will not 
extend to the Men of true Taſte ; for it 
does not appear, that in all thoſe Reſorts 

of the Learned, Briſk and Lively, that ſo 
much as one who deſerves to be ranked 
in that Claſs, ſhall periſh during the en- 
tire Courſe of this N Vear. 


FEBRUARY. 
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FEBRUARY. 


n OW begin to ſow your Summer 

Grain, ſuch as Oates, Barley, Rice, 
Potatoes, Pine-Apples, but preſerve them 
in the beſt Manner you can from any 


| Froſt, that may happen; Pomegranates, 


Parſnips, and moſt of the other Sorts of 


Sallad Herbs; ſuch as Pompions, Gourds, 


pickled Walnuts, Beet-Root, candied 
Citron, Nutmegs, Durham Flower of 
Muſtard-Seed, Sarſa-Parilla, Rattle-Snake 
Root, Cinnamon, Onions, Orange-Chips, 


| candied Eringo Roots, and the like, Set 
Eels up to the Ears in the Mud, as alſo 
Anchovies, and pickled Sturgeon ; and 


ſow your Mountain Cod within the Sea- 
Mark; for this Reaſon, becauſe it never 


_ thrives ſo well as in Salt-Water. 


But of all Things, be ſure to take care 
of your Hops and Barley, till ſuch Time 
as the Engliſb Vineyards, are in a greater 
Forwardneſs; that we may not fall down 
between two Stools, as the ſaying is. 


This 


(17) 

This Year you may expect to ſee ſe⸗ 
7 Changes at Court, and the new 
M——y will be juſt as wiſe as the old 
one, and as public ſpirited too, let me 
tell you. For my own Part I believe I 
| ſhall remain a Patriot itill, becauſe in all 
Ty Contemplations of the Stars, I do not 
as yet ſee either Place or Penſion alloted 


or honeſt e 


'D MARCH 


> 


(8) 
MARCH 


HE Wind will blow 80 6 hs Eaſt 

all this Month, and the next too, 
aye, and the next to that alſo, let me tell 
you for your Comfort ye ſplenetick Curs. 
Il be d- d if that Fellow with the 
ſolemn Wig is not a great Fool, for all 
he looks ſo wiſe. He is big enough for 
a Swan, but is only ſo much the more a 
Gooſe. Do you call this a Tragedy and 
be whip'd ? I will not-flea you alive you 
Aſs, but I'll have you hung up alive by 


: thoſe lon g Ears, for daring to be ſo ſaucy, 


as to call yourſelf a Poet. None of your 
national Reflections you Suterkin ! they 
are ſeldom. uſed by thoſe who do any 
Credit to their own Country——5Sir, your 
moſt obedient humble Servant, G--d 
d -n you for a Puppy! muſt I never ſtir 


out in a Morning, without having my 


Stomach turned, with that damn'd, inſi- 
pid, inſincere Smile of Thine ? 


5 APRIL; 


60 19 ) 
. 


' AR CH. Hares now begin to grow 
ſomewhat ſcarce, but inſtead of 
them you may eat any wholeſome Food 
the Seaſon affords, provided it be good 
of its Kind. Radiſhes and young Onions 
are reliſhing Sallads, with thoſe who de- 
light in them ; Nevertheleſs, eat them 
with a little Salt if you pleaſe, otherwiſe 
you may do as you will for any thing 1 
care; for my own Part I never taſte them 
either with Salt, or without it. Abſtain 
from Hemlock, Henbane, deadly Man- 
drake, Arſenic, Sublimate, &c. for moſt 
Botaniſts agree, that all theſe Plants are 
more or leſs unwholeſome, efpecially if 


they are cat in any great Quantity. 


T give you fair Warning that the Wea- 
ther will be variable moſt of this Month: 


therefore prepare yourſelves for it as you 
think proper, for really I cannot help it. 


D 2 Will 


* 


0 20) 

Will No- body be ſo kind, as to he 
that pert Prig out of my Sight ? It is an 
abominable little Fellow ! and yet there 
is ſuch a Harmony amongſt . Fools, that 
he will undoubtedly make his Way i in 
this bleſſed Age, by thoſe very Qualities 
for which he is deſpiſed, by the few who 


have better Noſes, and can make a Shift 
to ſmell a Polecat, | 


60 
M 4A 


H O' TE more prudent kind of Peo- 
ple, who are tolerably vers'd in your 
g00d, wholeſome, ſuperſtitious Saws will 
now. be gong os 1 to be tied 
together, for beiter for worſe; yet I per- 
te by 2155 pricking of 75 Thumbs 
that divers Virgins will be knighted | this. 
Month, and riſe up Women. 1 
Do, let us all Three go to Yaux-Hall 
together to morrow Evening to hear that 
precious Fellow, what's his Name? ſing 


The Blind eat many a Fly, &c. | 
Thank you! but I had rather eat a Bit 
of their cold Chicken, or turn over a 
Leaf of Ox-Buttock, with a Truſs of Par- 


ſley with all my Heart; for I 
made but an indifferent Dinner to Day, 
You muſt know, I kept myſelf for the 


Fillet of Veal, and when it came I could 
neither ſee, nor touch it for Butter- Sauce, 
D—n your Butter-Sauce! 
Nothing but Butter ! merciful Heaven! + 
Fee, Fa, Fum! I ſee two profound 
Critics, on the North-Road for London— 
Ay] Gad preſerve my Eye-Sight ! I beg 
your Pardon. It is none other than Dr, 
Taylor, and his Man. | 


+ See Warburton 8 Stakeſpea . 
JUNE, | 
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A R M Weather, and either moiſt 


or dry, from the Firſt to the E- 
leventh, from thence to the Nineteenth 


inclined to be hot, eſpecially if there be 
little Wind, and that Southerly. From 


the Twentieth to the Twenty-firſt inclu- 


five, you may happen to hear ſome Thun- 


| der, which will be attended with Light- 


ning more or leſs, and probably ſome 
Rain, but not much Snow. From the 
Twenty-ſecond to the end, pleaſant, warm 
Weather, with ſome gentle Showers, if it 
leaſe Heaven. 

While the Sun is a broiling the Crab, 
neither bleed nor purge I tell you, for 
certain Reaſons, except it be proper; in 
that Caſe you may venture. Ox-Cheek 


is ſomewhat cloying and mawkiſh in this 


hot Weather, and I have hardly ever 
known above three or four Pound of it 
fit light upon a tender' Stomach, at this 
Time of the Year, Where it lies heavy, 
the readieſt Cure, I know of, is a gentle 
Puke, 


Jux 
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N this Month, if thou walkeſt ever 
ſo ſlow and ſtately, along the ſmooth 
Pavement beware of Peaſe-cods and Bean- 
Shells. Thoſe d—-d flippery Things 


have been the Downfall of many pretty 


Fellows, to the great Diverſion of your 
idle Shoe-cleaners, Barbers-Boys, hu- 
morous Coblers, Buff-Skin-Breeches-Ma- 
| kers, and all the envious Vermin, who 
delight in ſecing their Betters humbled. 
Gather your Fruit yourſelf, my Dear, 
and II beſeech you eat it as faſt as you 
can, freſh from the Tree, or Buſh. I 
except Medlars, which are never to be 
touch'd till they are rotten, and then they 
are good for nothing. 
The K=— of — if he lives till then, 
will certainly die by the ſeventeenth of 
this Month or thereafter. 
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as can tell you; therefore let us jog 


WG) 


AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, 
OCTOBER. 


F OU all know what is to happen 
| in theſe three Months, as well 
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NOVEMBER. 
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NOVEMBER: 
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EIGH Ho! Tut! Tut! Oh fye, 


Sirs ! Oh fye! good lack and well- LL 


ny ond a thouſand Plagues upon the ſob- 
bing Rains I foreſee! Hey dey we ſhall 
all be poiſoned with the naſty Fogs! I 
wiſh you would pack them up and Ex- 
port them directly. Why don't the Sca- 
vengers carry them off and be d—d? 
Fuh ! there's no breathing hear for a 
Polypus. Now roaſt Sir Loin comes 
into Vogue, with thoſe that like it. As 
for Pudding and Dumpling, I would moſt 
| heartily recommend my ſhare of em to 
the Devil, if I was ſure they would not 
_ damp his Stomach to a greaſy, facetious, 
3 Stateſman, who is to die this 
inter of a great loggerheaded Moon- 

calf of a Tale, of which he'll have a very 


hard Delivery in Preſence of 1. whole 
HFouſe. 5 


Mr. Alderman Gobblfat, you have 
done nothing all this while, but.piddled 
at that little Jowl of Whale, and two 
ar three fried Sturgeons. Pray let me 
„CV! 


( 26 3 
help you to this Wing of an Oftrich, or 
would you rather mumble a Slice of nice 

Camel Paſty | F< ©! 


I dare not be poſitive, whether 
you'll have a plentiful Crop of Odes this 
Seaſon or not. I have ſome Reaſons to 
think not; and the general run of them 
will be ſo middling, that they'll lie ſome- 
what heavy upon the Funds 0 "of the Ode- 
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Fit ſets in for violent Froſt, the Canal 


in St. James's Park will be froze over, 


and, perhaps, the Serpentine River itſelf. 
Some People will be in Danger of Falls 


upon the Ice; and others who venture 
too ſoon will run ſome Riſque of being 


15 Wet. This Winter you'll have a ſhame-. 
ful fight of ſad Poems, and ſorry Pham- 


phlets, chiefly from the Neighbourhood of 


St 's. even hundred and fifty-fix 
_ _ thouſand three hundred and ninety-two 
Millions of Plagues, upon the Miſcreant 


who firſt invented Printing. Some Peo- 


ple of Rank and Condition, eſpecially in 


the M—y, will be celebrated by our Au- 


thors, but whether juſtly or not, I dare 
not detetmine. 1 G2 1 55 
I doubt not but ſome of you will ſay 

Amen to this laſt wiſh, and upon my Ac- 


count too; for, perhaps, you begin to 


think me a tedious, prating Fellow, with- 
out any Meaning. If fo, it is Time to 
be gone. So God be w'ye; you ſhall 
not ſee me again in Haſte, let me tell 
you. But when all's done, why ſhould 


you complain of me in the Name of four- 
ſcore and nineteen Brimſtones ? As ſoon 


as P 


YT 
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as you begin to gapè, can't you . mich: 
a Vengeance? Sure this is no ſuch diſtreſs- 
ful Caſe, as that of being teaſed with an e- 
ternal Talker, who ſinks you into a deadly 
Laſſitude with his inſipid Prate, and yet 
will not let you fleep for the curſed Noiſe. 
he keeps. If you don't like it let it a- 
lone. But if you really don't reliſh it, 
never ſay ſo; don't ſo much as whiſper 
it to your deaf Confeſſor, as you have 
any Regard to your own paltry Reputa- 
tion: Do not, I ſay, for I am well aſſur'd, 
IT ſhall, have all the ſound Judges of Wit, 
Humour, Learning, Aſtrology, and the -— 
reſt of the ſeventeen Sciences on my 
Side. As for the profane illiterate and. 
taſteleſs Rabble, I dont value 'em of the 
' millionth Part of a Braſs Farthing, 8 
kick em, I bang em, I bruiſe em, I cut 
off their Heads; If all this does not ſettle 
em, I run them through the Guts, and 
ſo poke out their filthy, greaſy Brains, and 
ſell em to the Pothecaries at three Far- 
things a Pound to make Spirma Ceti of. 
That's my way with em fo pray be "Ii. 
and. once more God b Wye. +276 


